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	Topic: How did the achievements of the Ancient Maya impact their society and beyond?

	National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: 
Content:
· a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

Aim:
· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed
· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.
· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind

	Lesson sequence -  include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson 

	WALT: explore the challenges faced by the ancient Maya when settling in the rainforest

Introduce who the Maya civilisation was and where they lived. Look at how historians can find out about advantages and challenges they faced. Children look at challenges and solutions. 
	WALT: infer how the ancient Maya valued and used cacao by exploring historical artefacts

Make inferences about what the Mayans would have eaten based off their environment. Learn about foods and focus on cacao and how it was used.
	WALT: describe the role of Maya gods and goddesses by studying images and scenarios

Learn about the Mayan creation story. Learn about the Mayan Gods and look at artefacts. Focus on the impact the Gods had on the everyday life on Mayans. 
	WALT: develop recording skills through exploration of ancient Maya inventions

Look at the story of rubber and how the Mayans were one of the first civilisations to use it.
Learn about what an archive is and how an archive log works. 
	WALT: make deductions about an ancient Maya city by exploring archaeological evidence

Learn about what a city-state is and look at the Mayan civilisation. Use the Ruins of Tikal as an example, look at the different buildings and who lived there. 
	WALT: evaluate historians’ viewpoints on the decline of the ancient Maya cities

Use the timeline to look when the Mayan’s started to abandon their city-states. Use historian theories to look at why the Mayan cities declined and evaluate them.  

	Prior learning  
 
List year groups and topics with connected learning 
	Year 3 – Why did the Ancient Egyptians believe?

	Future learning 
 
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning 
 
	Year 6 – The Sikh Empire?

	Key vocabulary to be explicitly taught 
	achievement
afterlife
ancient
civilisation
creation
currency
decline
gods/goddesses
ritual

	Cross-curricular links  
 
 
 
	English: Asking relevant questions to categorise artefacts representing the inventions of the Ancient Maya
English: Checking that the evidence and theories make sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context
Science: Asking relevant questions to classify and sort Ancient Maya artefacts and archaeological evidence; recording interpretations and observations of Ancient Maya artefacts and archaeological evidence
Geography: Describing the physical features of the Ancient Maya settlements and rainforests; using a digital map of Ancient Maya to locate the ancient civilisation and describe features
D&T: Knowing where some food items are grown

	Enrichment 
 
Give visit/visitor/first hand experience and focus 
	

	Useful websites/resources 
	 Library of Congress - Popul Vuh.
BBC Bitesize
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