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	Topic: Enquiry question: Would you like to live in the desert?

	National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: 
· Identify the lines of latitude where hot desert biomes are located. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Describe the characteristics of a hot desert biome. (Lesson 1 assessment point)
· Locate the largest deserts in each continent. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Identify how humans use the desert. (Lesson 4 assessment point)
· Explain how human activity may contribute to the changing climate and landscape of a desert. (Lesson 4 and 5 assessment points)
· Recognise that the Mojave Desert has a different time zone to the UK.  (Lesson 3 and 6 assessment points)
· Identify characteristics of two contrasting biomes and compare land use. (Lesson 6 assessment points)

Locational knowledge
Human and physical geography


	Lesson sequence -  include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson 

	Lesson 1

WALT: summarise the characteristics of a desert biome

Assess and recap biome knowledge. Using a virtual fieldtrip video, children will explore the characteristics of a desert biome and write up findings. 


	Lesson 2

WALT: locate and explore features of deserts

Using google maps, children will locate the largest desert on each continent.  
Children will expand their knowledge of the Mojave desert using technology and compare the temperature of this desert in comparison to other deserts in the world and our capital city. 

	Lesson 3

WALT: describe the physical features of a desert environment

Continue to explore the Mojave desert, in particular Death Valley, through videos. Children will explore and describe the physical features of the valley. 




	Lesson 4

WALT: explain the different ways humans can use deserts

Children will explore the ways in which deserts can be used by humans. Show this through photographs. Children will show their understanding through a piece of writing from the perspective e of ‘The Desert’. 


	Lesson 5

WALT: describe some of the threats to deserts

Through an information text and video, children will explore the threats facing deserts. Using findings from the enquiry so far, children will write a letter to advise a family whether or not to move to the Mojave desert.   



	Lesson 6

WALT: explore the similarities and differences between two physical environments

Return to enquiry question: Would you like to live in the desert?

Using ‘Weather report for kids’ and a search engine, children will physical and human features in in Congleton to the Mojave desert. This will allow them to answer the enquiry question.


	Prior learning  
 
List year groups and topics with connected learning 
	Year 1 – What is it like here?
Year 1 – What is the weather like in the UK?
Year 2 – Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?
Year 3 – Are all settlements the same?

	Future learning 
 
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning 
 
	
Year 6 – Can I carry out an independent fieldwork enquiry?

	Key vocabulary to be explicitly taught 
	Agriculture, arid, airstrip, barren, biome, climate, desert, desertification, drought, flash flood, mesa, mining, mushroom rock, national park, natural arch, nature reserve, rainfall, ranching, renewable energy, salt flat, sand dune, sparse, time zone, tourist attraction, vegetation, weather


	Cross-curricular links  
 
 
 
	Science – solar system
English – write up findings/ post cards/ accessing information (reading)

	Enrichment 
 
Give visit/visitor/first hand experience and focus 
	BBC video – hot climates
Mojave Desert – virtual fieldtrip 
BBC primary geography video – Desert landscapes
BBC iplayer – Planet Earth: Deserts
BBC video: Hot climates
*Miss Small has recently been on holiday to the Mojave desert*

	Useful websites/resources 
	Google maps
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