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	Topic: Enquiry question: What are rivers and how are they used? 

	National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: 
· Identify water stores and processes in the water cycle. (Lesson 1 assessment point)
· Describe the three courses of a river. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Name the physical features of a river. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Describe different ways a river is used. (Lesson 4 assessment point)
· Describe human and physical features around a river. (Lesson 4, 5 and 6 assessment points)
· Identify the location of a river on an OS map. (Lesson 5 assessment point)
· Make a judgement on the environmental quality in a river environment. (Lesson 6 assessment point)

Locational knowledge
Human and physical geography
Geographical skills and fieldwork


	Lesson sequence -  include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson 

	Lesson 1

WALT: describe how the water cycle works

Use BBC bitesize to support explanation of the water cycle, allowing children to note places that water is found in the water cycle and how the water moves around. 
Create ‘water cycle in a bag.’ 

	Lesson 2

WALT: recognise the features and course of a river

Children will be introduced to the three courses of a river, supported through BBC bitesize. Children will create models of the three courses of a river.

	Lesson 3

WALT: name and locate some of the world’s longest rivers

Children will use atlases to locate rivers in the UK and the regions they run through. 
*Local river – Children also locate the River Dane.
Repeat atlas activity, locating the 5 longest rivers in the world. 

	Lesson 4

WALT: describe how rivers are used

Children explore how rivers are used through initial ideas and BBC Teach. Begin to think about challenges to the human and physical environments around rivers.
	Lesson 5

WALT: identify and locate human and physical features on a map

Fieldwork enquiry question: What features does our local river have?

Use OS map and photographs to identify features of the River Dane.

Children create a checklist of what they expect to see on their fieldwork visit to the River Dane (Congleton Park) next session. 


	Lesson 6

WALT: collect data on the features of the river Dane

Children will visit the river Dane at Congleton Park to explore the features of the river through photographs, annotated sketches, likert scale (strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree/disagree, agree, strongly agree) and prepared checklist. 
*Official river levels monitoring is taken at this point*

	Prior learning  
 
List year groups and topics with connected learning 
	Year 2 – Why is our world wonderful?

	Future learning 
 
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning 
 
	Year 5 – Why do oceans matter?
Year 6 – Where doe sour energy come from? 
Year 6 – Can I carry out an independent fieldwork enquiry? 


	Key vocabulary to be explicitly taught 
	   condensation, delta, estuary, evaporation, flooding, floodplain, groundwater, irrigation, leisure, meander, oxbow lake, percolation, precipitation, river mouth, source, transpiration, tributary, valley, water cycle, waterfall


	Cross-curricular links  
 
 
 
	Science – water cycle
DT – creating models

	Enrichment 
 
Give visit/visitor/first hand experience and focus 
	Children will create their own ‘water cycle in a bag.’
Model construction – courses of a river.
Fieldwork visit to River Dane. 

	Useful websites/resources 
	BBC bitesize
BBC Teach - rivers


 
image2.png
Catholc
Prmary School
Congleton




