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	Topic: Enquiry question: Who lives in Antarctica? 

	National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: 
· Describe what lines of latitude and longitude are (lesson 1 assessment point)
· Understand that the Northern and Southern Hemispheres experience seasons at different times (lesson 1 assessment point)
· Define what climate zones are (lesson 1 and 2 assessment points)
· Understand Antarctica has a polar climate made up of ice sheets, snow and mountains (lesson 2 assessment point)
· Describe Antarctica’s location in the far south of the globe (lesson 2 assessment point)
· State that tourism and research are the two main reasons people visit Antarctica (Lesson 3 assessment point)
· Successfully plot four-figure grid references at the point where the vertical and horizontal line meet (lesson 4 assessment point)
· Confidently use the zoom function on a digital map (lesson 5 assessment point)
· Begin to recall the eight points of a compass, following at least four of them (lesson 5 & 6 assessment points)
· Recognise and describe features on their school grounds from an aerial map. (lesson 5 assessment point) 

Locational knowledge 
Human and physical geography
Geographical skills and fieldwork



	Lesson sequence -  include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson 

	Lesson 1

WALT: understand the position and significance of lines of latitude

Children are introduced to the terms longitude and latitude through atlas use. They will explore how lines of latitude impact climates. 
Local – where does our continent lie in relation to lines of latitude? 


	Lesson 2

WALT: describe the location and physical features of Antarctica

Children will use atlases to know the location of Antarctica and be introduced to the ‘Antarctic Treaty.’ 

	Lesson 3

WALT: describe the human features of Antarctica

Children will think about why living in Antarctica might have its challenges. They will explore why people may visit. 


	Lesson 4

WALT: use four-figure grid references to plot Shackleton’s route to Antarctica

Children will learn about Ernest Shackleton’s journey to Antarctica. Use expedition audio to plot 4-figure grid references. 

	Lesson 5

WALT: plan a simple route on a map using compass points

Build on compass knowledge to learn 8 figure compass points. 
Local – use google earth to locate Saint Mary’s and similarly to Shackleton’s expedition, plan an expedition around Saint Mary’s site.



	Lesson 6

WALT: follow instructions involving compass points and map a simple route

Children will follow a planned expedition route and evaluate the route. 


	Prior learning  
 
List year groups and topics with connected learning 
	Year 2 Unit 2 – Why is our world wonderful? – compass points, human and physical geography
Year 1 Unit 1 – What is it like here? Recognising and describes features of the school grounds on an aerial map


	Future learning 
 
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning 
 
	Year 3 Unit 3 – Are all settlements the same?


	Key vocabulary to be explicitly taught 
	
Climate, climate zone, compass points, direction, drifting ice, hemisphere, ice sheet, ice shelf, iceberg, lines of latitude, lines of longitude, treaty


	Cross-curricular links  
 
 
 
	Maths – grid references
Writing – postcard writing opportunity

	Enrichment 
 
Give visit/visitor/first hand experience and focus 
	BBC iplayer – Seven worlds, one planet.
BBC newsround – What it is like to live in Antarctica. 
Kapow audio: Shackleton’s expedition
Lesson 5 – Children will become geographers and plan their own expedition around Saint Mary’s.
Lesson 6 – Children will become geographers to follow an expedition route around Saint Mary’s. 


	Useful websites/resources 
	Google Earth
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