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	Topic: Enquiry question: What is the weather like in the UK?

	National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: 
· Name and locate the four countries on a map of the UK. (Lesson 1 assessment point)
· Identify the four seasons. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Describe some seasonal changes. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Identify the four compass directions. (Lesson 3 assessment point)
· Use the compass directions to describe the location of features. (Lesson 3 assessment point)
· Observe and describe daily weather patterns. (Lesson 4 and 5 assessment points)
· Begin to locate the four capital cities of the UK. (Lesson 1 assessment point) 
· Explain what the weather is like during each season in the UK. (Lesson 5 assessment point)
Locational knowledge
Human and physical geography
Geographical skills and fieldwork

	Lesson sequence -  include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson 

	Lesson 1

WALT: locate the four countries of the UK

Children will be shown the UK on a world map and then the countries of the UK on a map of the UK. They will use an atlas to find the countries of the UK. 

	Lesson 2

WALT: identify seasonal changes in the UK

Discuss the four seasons. Children will go into the school grounds to investigate the season we are in now and collect objects relating to the season. 
Local – investigating seasons in our school grounds.
	Lesson 3

WALT: identify the four compass directions

Introduce the four compass points and what compasses are used for. Take children into the school grounds and demonstrate how to find north. 
Local – which direction is north from Saint Mary’s? 


	Lesson 4

WALT: investigate daily weather patterns

Set up instruments in the school grounds and support the children in making observations of how these measure the weather throughout the day. In the school grounds, identify clues to explain the weather e.g. wind vanes on a windy day/ shadows on a sunny day/ puddles on a rainy day etc. 
Local – what is the weather like where we live?

	Lesson 5

WALT: identify daily weather patterns in the UK

Use BBC weather to explore what the weather is like today in each capital city of the UK. When recorded on a map of the UK, chn can present a weather forecast with their class.

	Lesson 6

WALT: understand how the weather changes with each season 

Children will recap the weather in each season. They will think about the clothing and activities they can do in each season. 

	Prior learning  
 
List year groups and topics with connected learning 
	EYFS – The wider world 
Year 1 Unit 1 – What is it like here?

	Future learning 
 
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning 
 
	Year 2 Unit 1 – Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?


	Key vocabulary to be explicitly taught 
	Atlas, capital city, climate, compass, continent, country, direction, east, land, locate, location, map, north, rain gauge, season, south, temperature, thermometer, weather, weather vane, west


	Cross-curricular links  
 
 
 
	Science – light (shadows)
Science – weather patterns  

	Enrichment 
 
Give visit/visitor/first hand experience and focus 
	Children will be geographers within the school grounds in lessons 2, 3 and 4. Nature walk, weather spotters and compass use. 

	Useful websites/resources 
	BBC weather
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