[image: ] Medium Term Plan                  Subject   Geography                                  Year Group:          4        Term: Unit 1
	Topic: Enquiry question: Why are rainforests important to us? 

	National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: 
· Describe a biome and give an example. (Lesson 1 assessment point)
· State the location and some key features of the Amazon rainforest. (Lesson 1 assessment point)
· Name and describe the four layers of tropical rainforests. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Understand that trees and plants adapt to living in the rainforest and give an example. (Lesson 2 assessment point)
· Define the word indigenous and give an example of how indigenous peoples use the Amazon’s resources. (Lesson 3 assessment point)
· Name one way in which the Amazon is changing. (Lesson 4 assessment point)
· Articulate why the Amazon rainforest is important. (Lesson 4 assessment point)
· Give an example of how humans are having a negative impact on the Amazon and an action that can be taken to help. (Lesson 4 assessment point)
· Use a variety of data collection methods with support. (sketches, map use, questionnaire, analysis) (Lesson 5 assessment point)
· Summarise how the local woodland is used and suggest changes to improve the area. (Lesson 6 assessment point) 

Human and physical geography
Place knowledge
Geogrpahical skills and fieldwork

	Lesson sequence -  include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson 

	Lesson 1

WALT: describe and give examples of a biome and find the location and some features of the Amazon rainforest

Children will be introduced to biomes of the world, tropical forests and forests in the UK. Children will locate and reserach the Amazon rainforest. 

 
	Lesson 2

WALT: describe the characteristics of each layer of a tropical rainforest

Children will investigate vegetation in the rainforest and the vegetation belt of the tropical rainforest. Using Kapow resources, children will understand the layers of the rainforest and then be able to label them independently. 
	Lesson 3

WALT: understand the lives of the indigenous peoples living in the Amazon rainforest

Using videos and maps, children will explore the indigenous peoples of the Amazon rainforest, how they use the rainforest and the impact of deforestation on their community.




	Lesson 4

WALT: describe why tropical rainforests are important and understand the threats to the Amazon

Children will explore the importance, threats and possible solutions of tropical rainforests trough a story, rights and protection video and scientific information. The children will respond by writing a letter to the President of Brazil about the situation. 

	Lesson 5

WALT: understand how local woodland is used using a variety of data collection methods

Children will complete their fieldwork by visiting Astbury Mere to collect data on how residents use the woodland and complete a field sketch. They will follow a route on a map. 

*Local area visit to Astbury Mere*


	Lesson 6

WALT: analyse and present findings on how local woodland is used

Children will analyse the data they have collected and decide upon a graph to create using their quantitative data and summarise their qualitative data as a questionnaire summary. 


	Prior learning  
 
List year groups and topics with connected learning 
	Year 1 – What is it like here?
Year 2 – Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?
Year 2 – Why is our world wonderful?
Year 3 – Are all settlements the same?

	Future learning 
 
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning 
 
	Year 4 – Where does our food come from?
Year 6 – Where does our energy come from?
Year 6 – Can I carry out and independent fieldwork enquiry? 

	Key vocabulary to be explicitly taught 
	Analyse, biome, buttress roots, canopy layer, community, data, deforestation, drought, emergent layer, enquiry, Equator, forest floor, global warming, greenhouse gas, indigenous people, interpret, lianas, lines of latitude, logging, method, mining, present, questionnaire, quote, risk, route, summarise, Tropic of Capricorn, Tropic of Cancer, understorey layer, vegetation, vegetation belts

	Cross-curricular links  
 
 
 
	Science – working scientifically 
Maths – data
English – letter writing

	Enrichment 
 
Give visit/visitor/first hand experience and focus 
	Kapow video link
Fieldwork trip to Astbury Mere

	Useful websites/resources 
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