Progression in Reading Skills Year 1 – Year 6
Meaning of words, retrieval, sequence/summarise, inference, prediction, structure and organisation, language choice and making comparisons
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	Year group
	National curriculum
	Skill progression
	Questions
	

	1
	Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done
	· Give some reasons why things happen or characters change
· Begin to express a view and use evidence in the text to explain reasons
· Make simple deductions with prompts and help from the teacher (e.g. what in the text suggests that A is not very happy? What does this tell us about how A is feeling?)
	Match thoughts and feelings to the story event How did 	feel? How can you tell that? How did (character) react when….?
Why did (character) do 	?
In which part of the story did (character) feel happy? Which is your favourite part of the story/text? Explain why. Who is your favourite character and why?
What in the text suggests that (character) is not very happy? What does this tell us about how (character) is feeling?

	2
	Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done
	· Talk about and infer what characters might be thinking or feeling using clues in the text
· Discuss the reasons for events in a story; use evidence to make some reasoned conclusions
· Discuss why certain words or phrases make a story funny, scary, exciting
	How did (character) feel when…? What did (character) describe as ...? Why did…?
Look at page…
Why was (character) sad/happy/laughing? How can you tell?
How do we know…? Why is … important?
Quote. What does this tell us about how the character is feeling?
Quote. What else in the text tell us…? What suggests that…? Give two things.
How does the story show that (character) was clever/ angry/ happy? Which words in this story make it funny?
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	Year group
	National curriculum
	Skill progression
	Questions
	

	3
	Draw inferences (inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions); justify with evidence
	· Discuss the actions and relationships of the main characters and justify views using evidence from the text
· Discuss the relationship between characters based on dialogue
· Use clues from action, dialogue and description to establish meaning
· Identify themes and conventions in a range of books
	How did (character) feel when…?
What did (character) describe as ...?
Why was (character) sad/happy/laughing? How can you tell? What impression do you get of….?
How do you feel about (character)? Why?
What is the relationship between (character) and (character)?
“Speech quote” – what does this say about the character?
“Speech quote” – what does this say about the relationship between the two characters? How did (character) feel at (point in the story)?
How does (character) feel in this setting? Choose words which support your view.
What suggests / implies that… Give two things.
What is the mood in this setting? Which words suggest this?
What is the main theme in this story? (e.g. good over evil, weak over strong, friendship, magic) What is the main theme of this information?
What are the magical objects in these stories? What is similar/different?
How can you tell that… Give one piece of evidence.
Explain two ways… using evidence from the text to explain your answer.

	4
	Draw inferences (inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions); justify with evidence
	· Empathise with different characters’
points of view (implicit and explicit)
· Identify the use of descriptive and expressive language to build a fuller picture of a character
· Discuss the way that characters respond in a dilemma and make deductions about their motives and feelings
· Discuss the relationship between what characters say and do - do they always reveal what they are thinking?
· Discuss, moods, feelings and attitudes using inference and deduction
· Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books
	(Quote) What else in the text tells us that…?
What impression do you get of….?
How do you feel about (character)? Why?
How was the character feeling at (point in the story) and how do you know? (Quote) Why does she (action)?
What dilemma did (character) face in the beginning/middle/end of the story? What did he/she decide to do? Why? What would you do?
How did (character) respond in the dilemma? How did (character) feel in the dilemma? What is the relationship between (character) and (character)?
“Speech quote” – what does this say about the character?
“Speech quote” – what does this say about the relationship between the two characters? What attitude does (character) have towards (character)?
What suggests / implies that… Give two things.
What is the mood in this setting? Which words suggest this?
Who is the hero/villain/victim/champion in the story? How do you know? How can you tell that… Give one piece of evidence. Give two reasons… Explain two ways… using evidence from the text to support your answer fully.
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	Year group
	National curriculum
	Skill progression
	Questions
	

	5
	Draw inferences (inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions); justify with evidence
	· Identify evidence of characters changing in a story and discuss possible reasons
· Discuss what a character’s actions say about
their character
· Recognise that characters may have different perspectives on events in stories
· Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
· Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
	(Quote) What else in the text tells us that…?
What makes / How does the author make us think…?
Tick one box to show whether each statement is a fact or an opinion.
What impressions do you get of….? Give two How do you feel about (character)? Why? (Quote) Why does she/he…?
What impressions do you get of the relationship between 	and 	? (Word) What does this tell us about how the character is feeling/acting/reacting?
Match an event to a character’s feeling.
(Event) How did (character) react? Did (character) react the same or in a different way?
What suggests / implies that… Give two things. How can you tell… Give one piece of evidence. Give two reasons…
Explain two ways… using evidence from the text to support your answer fully.
What do you learn about the writer’s attitude towards…? How does the writer try to…?

	6
	Draw inferences (inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions); justify with evidence
	· Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justify inferences with evidence
· Identify characteristics of stock characters in a variety of genres
· Identify evidence of characters that challenge stereotypes and surprise the reader
· Recognise that authors can use dialogue at certain points in a story to explain plot, show character and relationships, convey mood or create humour
· Make inferences about the perspective of the author from what is written and implied Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
· Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
	What is (character) thinking about after/when – 4 thought bubble tick boxes
Statement. This suggest that…. Tick one (of 4) Statement. Give two ways they are important. What does it mean when she says this?
What impressions do you get of the relationship between 	and 	? Tick one box to show whether each box is a fact or opinion.
What other impressions do you get (after a more obvious one has been stated)? Explain what the writer/poet finds/weird/different/exciting etc about ‘section of text’. Why does she ‘hesitate’?
What is one thing that does not change through……? Tick two sections/verses that are about ……
What suggests that (setting) was not well looked after? How can you tell that (character) was determined to ……? Give two reasons why he does/doesn’t want…..
How can you tell that there was something strange about…..? Give two.
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