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	Topic: Prophecy and Promise 

	National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: RE Directory – Expected outcomes for Branch 2 Prophecy & Promise
Hear 
Mary was going to have a baby. His name will be Jesus (Lk 1:26-31, 38). 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Lk 2:4-7). 
Shepherds hurried to see Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus (Lk 2:8-20)
The Annunciation (Lk 1:26-31, 38). 
The Nativity (Lk 2: 4-7). 
The Shepherds visit the manger (Lk 2:8-20)
Believe
Mary had a baby called Jesus.
Mary was chosen by God to give birth to his Son. 
Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger. 
Shepherds were told by angels to visit him.
Celebrate 
Advent wreath. 
The tradition of the crib. 
Nativity celebration.
Live
Celebrate Advent, it is a time to get ready for Christmas. 
God sent Jesus to love us all.
Various cultures celebrate Jesus’ birthday in different ways. 
CST By our work in Advent, we help others and ourselves and we show our love to God. CST All people work in some way. Everyone should be able to work safely so that it helps them because God loves them. The Dignity and Rights of Workers

	Lesson sequence - include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson 

	Mary was chosen by God to give birth to his son
The Annunciation
Luke 1:26-31, 38 

Introducing Mary to the children.
Hear the story from the Bible – Luke (as adapted) directly from the Bible.
Retell the story of Mary’s baby in your own words.

Mary said, ‘Yes,’ I will have a baby and call him Jesus.’  

Vist from the Angel Gabriel. 


	Wonder why Mary was chosen by God

Retell the version of the story again through images and art. 
Use a simple image of Mary - ask the children to find words that describe Mary and her house or scribe for the children.
Lead children to understanding that Mary was very good, she always did her jobs and chose to look after the house and make clothes and cook. She loved God very much. That is why God chose her. Make the links between mums/dads/carers/nans - family love & Mary as a mum.
God sent Jesus (his only son). 
	Advent

Talking about and taking part in Advent traditions.

Advent starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day. It marks the start of the Church’s liturgical year.

Advent wreath & Advent colours. 

Make Advent promises (Each week we can try to remember to work hard or listen, share, say how we are feeling, love). 

Advent crib/set - prepare special place in our hearts. 

	Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger
The Nativity   
Luke 2: 4-7 

God shows his love by sending his son, Jesus to live with us. 
Jesus is born to show us how to love everyone.  

Introducing a new family – the Holy Family - Mary, Joseph and Jesus

Talk about the stable – where animals were kept such as sheep or donkeys and how the animals would have eaten from the manger which we now know as a crib.
	Shepherds were told by angels to visit him

The Shepherds visit the manger.   
Luke 2:8-20 

Recognise and retell the story of the shepherds as the first visitors to see Jesus
God shows his love by sending his son, Jesus to live with us. 

Jesus is born to show us how to love everyone.
Jesus’ birth was not announced to rich men, but at first to poor shepherds. This is to tell us that Jesus comes to love the poor. Later on in the story He comes for rich – He comes then for everyone.
	Christians retell the story of Jesus’ birth to be reminded that God shows his love by sending his son, Jesus to live with us

Readings and retelling of the Nativity story chosen by the school.

Celebrate - learning for the children is directly linked to how Jesus’ birth will be celebrated in school. Children may be taking part in a service/play etc… and this should be embraced as retelling the story of Jesus’ birth as part of their overall understanding of God’s love at this time of year in the form of a Nativity Celebration.  


	Prior learning  
 
List year groups and topics with connected learning 
	EYFS 
·  

	Future learning 
 
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning 
 
	Y1 & Y2 – Prophecy and Promise 
Y1 – The Annunciation, Mary visits Elizabeth, Mary is Our Mother, The Brith of Jesus, visit of the Shepherds. 
Y2 – Zechariah, Annunciation & Visitation, Advent & The Advent wreath, Birth of Jesus, the Shepherds & the Magi. 


	Key vocabulary to be explicitly taught 
	Mary
Jesus
Bethlehem
Manger
Stable
Shepherds
Advent 

	Cross-curricular links  
 
 
 
	Catholic Social Teaching
Geography – where is Bethlehem? Nazareth? 
Communication and language – comment on and echo back using key religious vocabulary, share understanding and what they wonder, use the Bible and religious stories. 
Personal, social and emotional – hear how scripture shares how people make good friends, cooperate with one another, and resolve conflicts peaceably. 
Self-Regulation  
· Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly.
· Begin to share thoughts about what is fair, unfair, caring and sharing.
· Begin to understand how to show love for others in appropriate ways.
Managing Self  
· Aware of the need for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.
· Experience and begin to understand that saying sorry and forgiving one another can help them in their friendships. 
· Begin to experience how the Sacrament of Reconciliation can help them to say sorry to God.
Building Relationships 
· Using the example of Jesus in stories they have heard and read be able to work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.
· Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.
· Show sensitivity to their own and others’ needs and know about similarities and differences between themselves and others.  


	Enrichment 
 
Give visit/visitor/first hand experience and focus 
	Invite Father Francis to school – come into class and answer children’s questions 
OneLife – Music / Advent daily prayer 
Advent prayers 
Crib, advent wreath, advent resources – nativity scene 

	Useful websites/resources 
	RE Directory – Vine & Branches Pupil Book & Teachers Book
Sing together to retell the story  - Mary Said "Yes!" Lyrics Alan Nona Mary said Yes
Mission together – Advent calendar Advent resources - Mission Together
Good News! The Story of the Shepherds Story of the Shepherds
The Nativity Story Sequencing 
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