
Art 
Expressive Arts and Design 

Creating with Materials 
Subject  Nursery Reception Links to Year 1 

Key skills   Drawing 
• Make marks with felt tips, chalk, 

pencils and wax crayons. 
Painting and Mixed Media 

• Use fingers to paint. 
• Respond to music through the 

medium of painting. 
Sculpture and 3D 

• Explore clay and playdough using 
hands and tools.  

• Shaping clay. 
 

Drawing 
• Make marks with felt tips, chalk, 

pencils and wax crayons. 
• Draw from observation – self-

portraits. 
Painting and Mixed Media 

• Use fingers to paint 
• Respond to music through the 

medium of painting 
• Make collages using mixed media 

Sculpture and 3D 
• Explore clay and its properties 
• Explore the properties of 

playdough using hands and tools. 
• Shaping clay into a 3D sculpture. 
• Designing and problem-solving as 

they work. 

Autumn 1 
Drawing: Exploring Line and Shape 
 
Spring 1 
Painting and Mixed Media: Colour Splash 
 
Summer 1 
Sculpture and 3D: Paper Play 

Key 
knowledge  

Drawing 
• How to use different mark making 

equipment. 
Painting and Mixed Media 

• How to explore paint with different 
objects. 

Sculpture and 3D 
• How to manipulate clay and 

playdough. 

 

Drawing 
• The names of different mark 

making equipment. 
• How to use a variety of materials 

and colours in drawings. 
Painting and Mixed Media 

• How to explore paint through finger 
painting 

• How to create natural 
paintbrushes using found objects  
How to make collages using a 
range of materials. 

Sculpture and 3D 



• How to manipulate clay and 
playdough. 

• How to design their own sculpture. 

 


