
 Medium Term Plan                  Subject         RE                            Year Group:         1          Term: Summer 1 / Branch 5 

Topic: To the ends of the Earth   

National Curriculum Objectives which are covered in this unit: RE Directory – Expected outcomes for Branch 5 To the ends of the Earth  
Understand 
U1.5.1. Retell with increasing detail one of the following accounts: the Road to Emmaus (Lk 24:13-35), the Promise of the Spirit and the Ascension (Acts 1:1-11), Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).  
U1.5.2. Simply sequence the story of Jesus studied from earlier branches (as Luke does in Acts 1:1).  
U1.5.3. Make simple connections between the mission of the Church and the mission of Jesus as he announced it at the beginning of Luke’s Gospel (Lk 4:16-19). (See branch 3.)  
U1.5.4. Recognise that Catholics celebrate the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost on special days called holydays. (RVE) 
Discern  
D1.5.1. Imagining how the apostles felt during the events following the Resurrection.  
D1.5.2. Talking about the different ways experience of the Holy Spirit is expressed in some of the stories from the Bible they have heard across the Year One branches (e.g., ‘God’s spirit hovered over the water’ (Gen 1:1), a 
shadow in the Annunciation (Lk 1:35), or wind and fire in Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)).  
D1.5.3. Looking at and discussing ways the Holy Spirit is described in art or music. (RVE)  
D1.5.4. Listening to and asking questions about the experiences of how others celebrate Pentecost in different places and cultures. (RVE) 
Respond  
R1.5.1. Thinking about why prayer is an important part of life for many people. (RVE)  
R1.5.2. Hearing the words of the Glory Be and hymns that reference Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and joining in prayerfully if they choose to do so.  
R1.5.3. Considering how Christians announce the Gospel to others through their words and actions. 

Lesson sequence - include the key concept, L.O. and brief description of lesson  

1.5.1 Easter Sunday  
 
U1.5.2. Simply sequence the story of 
Jesus studied from earlier branches 
(as Luke does in Acts 1:1).  
 
Big Book P26 – Easter Sunday. 
Look at what church is like on Easter 
Sunday. Discuss children’s 
experiences of church. Discuss 
children’s Easter experiences and 
which parts of Easter include Jesus. 
Discuss being with family.  
 
What do we celebrate at Easter? 
What does Resurrection mean? 
Explain to children that Jesus really 
died on the cross and rose again. 
Jesus appeared to the disciples 
several times.  
 
Possible tasks – 
Make an Easter Sunday card. 
Make an Easter Garden (plants, box 
for empty tomb, stones, white cloth).  
Imagery of Risen Jesus – what do we 
believe?  
 

1.5.2 The Road to Emmaus  
 
U1.5.1. Retell with increasing detail one of 
the following accounts: the Road to Emmaus 
(Lk 24:13-35), the Promise of the Spirit and 
the Ascension (Acts 1:1-11), Pentecost (Acts 
2:1-4).  

 
Introduction activity - How do you think you 
would feel if a good friend was leaving 
school and not coming back? 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
Big Book P27 – Use pictures and ask 
questions from the big book about the road 
to Emmaus. Find out about Jesus’ friends 
who were feeling sad and make links to 
introduction questions and our own feelings.  

 
TB P131 – PPT & worksheet 
 
Possible tasks – 
Retell the story of Emmaus 
Hot seating disciples & Jesus 
Write to one of the disciples who was 
missing & tell him what happened at Supper 
with Jesus. 
 

1.5.3 Ascension 
 
U1.5.4. Recognise that Catholics celebrate 
the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost on 
special days called holydays. (RVE) 
D1.5.1. Imagining how the apostles felt 
during the events following the 
Resurrection.  
 
Key questions – why do you think Jesus had 
to go back to heaven? 
What do you think God said to Jesus when 
hew went back to heaven? 
What do you think his friends thought when 
he left? 
 
Big Book P28 – Picture of the Ascension. Ask 
questions from the big book.  
TB P135 – PPT Jesus says farewell & PPT the 
Ascension  
 
Possible tasks –  
Artwork to represent the Ascension 
PB P136 Jesus goes back to heaven 
worksheet & pictures to sequence 
worksheet 
Retell the Ascension 
Ascension storyboard  

1.5.4 Pentecost 
 
U1.5.4. Recognise that Catholics celebrate 
the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost on 
special days called holydays. (RVE) 

 
Have you ever been out in a storm? Have 
you ever heard thunder? Have you ever 
heard lightning? What was it like? 
Big Book P29 – Pentecost 
Ask questions from the big book.  
 
Read text to the children about the 
Apostles and Jesus’ promise. 
 
TB P140 PPT Pentecost  
Ask questions on P140 – can the children 
answer the questions? Assess their 
understanding. 
 
Possible tasks – 
Hot seating (Apostles – Pentecost) or role 
play the Pentecost  
Before & after the Pentecost (thoughts & 
feelings) 
PB P141 worksheets sequencing 
Learn the song ‘sing for joy’ Sing for Joy 

1.5.5 The Mission of the Church 
 
U1.5.3. Make simple connections between the 
mission of the Church and the mission of Jesus 
as he announced it at the beginning of Luke’s 
Gospel (Lk 4:16-19). (See branch 3.)  
Respond (all three objectives). 
R1.5.2. Hearing the words of the Glory Be and 
hymns that reference Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit and joining in prayerfully if they choose 
to do so.  
 
Big Book P30 – the Apostles telling the crowds 
about Jesus.  
Ask questions on P30. Explain to children they 
will hear what happened after Pentecost. 
Discuss the word ‘mission’ and explain to the 
children they will find out what the Apostles 
mission was.  
 
TB P147 PPT The Mission of the Church 
 
Possible tasks – 
How can we pray/share/help 
Teach the Glory Be prayer (children to learn 
words and fill gaps) 
How is the mission of the church carried on 
today? How can we help the mission?  

D1.5.3. Looking at and discussing ways 
the Holy Spirit is described in art or 
music. (RVE)  
R1.5.1. Thinking about why prayer is an 
important part of life for many people. 
(RVE)  
 
Recap what we know about The Holy 
Spirit coming. What is Pentecost? What 
did Jesus promise? Why? 
 
Learn about representations of the Holy 
Spirit.  
TB P142 PPT The Holy Spirit artistic 
images 
 
Learn about Pentecost celebrations in 
other countries Celebrating Pentecost 
Around the World – EpicPew 
 
Possible tasks – 
Create a piece of art to represent the 
Holy Spirt 
Image analysis – look at a range of 
artwork to show the Holy Spirit and 
discuss / answer questions 
How is Pentecost celebrated in other 
countries? (TB P142) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwdvoZZHTRM
https://epicpew.com/celebrating-pentecost-around-the-world/
https://epicpew.com/celebrating-pentecost-around-the-world/


Prior learning   
  
List year groups and topics 
with connected learning  

EYFS  

• Jesus went back to his Father.  

• Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to look after us.  

• Story of Pentecost. 

• The early Christian community.  

Future learning  
List year groups and topics  
with connected learning  

Y2, Y3 & Y4 – To the ends of the Earth    
Y2 – Jesus Appears to Apostles, The Ascension, Pentecost, The Fruits of the Holy Spirit, The Conversion of Saul, St Francis and the Wolf  
Y3 – Jesus on Road to Emmaus, Mission to the World, Pentecost, The Early Church, Saint Paul, The Mystery of God  
Y4 - Jesus is Alive, The Church is Apostolic, The Church in the World, The Communion of Saints, Mary, Mother of the Church 
 

Key vocabulary to be explicitly 
taught  

Emmaus  
Holy Spirit  
Ascension  
Pentecost  
Church  
Glory Be  
Gospel 

Cross-curricular links   
  
  
  

Catholic Social Teaching 
CAFOD 
 

Enrichment  
  
Give visit/visitor/first hand 
experience and focus  

Church visit  

Useful websites/resources  RE Directory – Vine & Branches Pupil Book & Teachers Book 
7 Catholic social teaching principles 
Lent - Mission Together  
The Holy Spirit Comes (Day of Pentecost)  
Jesus' Ascension 
Mission Together Home Page - Mission Together 

  

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/catholic-social-teaching
https://missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/lent/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqG_lvZhU-A&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo
https://missiontogether.org.uk/

